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7. | | Wayne Birdsell, of Ward & Paul reporting
firm, called and said a Defense Department representative had suggested
to him that the Agency would probably be interested in buying a copy of testimony
given by Michael J. Uhl and J. Kenneth Osborn before Representative Moorhead's
Foreign Operations and Government Information Subcommittee on Monday,
2 August. The subject of the hearings was "Currency Exchange in Southeast
Asia, " but according to Birdsell, Uhl and Osborn talked at great length about
the use of torture, murder, and various interrogation techniques in Southeast
Asia. I thanked Birdsell for calling us on this and told him I would let him
know.

8. | | Mr. Pforzheimer advised of a call he had
received from Keith Morgan, on the staff of Representative W. C. '"Dan"
Daniel (D., Va.), who had been referred to Pforzheimer by Russ Blandford,
Chief Counsel, House Armed Services Committee. Morgan wanted some
assistance concerning certain documentation pertaining to the Russian-Finnish
War., Mr. Pforzheimer gave him some suggestions as to sources of information
on the subject and Morgan expressed appreciation for the assistance.

9. | 7 | Left with Richard Perle, Senate Subcommittee -
on National Security and International Operations staff, several newspaper

articles on Victor Louis. They consisted of the following:

a. "The man who sent Khrushchev's memoirs West'' by Peter
Worthington, dated 6 December 1970, from the Baltimore Sun.

b. ""Would You Buy a Used Manuscript From This Man? " by
Herbert Gold, dated 31 January 1971, from the New York Times

Ma gazine.

c. "News-breaks, escapades, and an aura of mystery' by Charlotte
Saikowski, dated 29 July 1971, from the Christian Science Monitor.

d. "Around the World" dated 30 July 1971, from the Washington Post.

e. "Kremlin's Victor Louis Finds Prestige Has its Drawbacks'
by Harry Trimborn, dated 30 July 1971, from the Los Angeles Times.

r

-Approv_ed For Release 2003/10/

IA-RDP73B00296R0002001 20029R6C, 10/06/2003

QUEIENTIAL



. Approved For Release 20 3/ ;
( 38 J’UMZ?Q.7FIA-RDP73300296R000200120029-6

P s ]

" SOME PRIVACY'

1 ' F | M
PoDAPLNS I P R R T
A SN ‘
o B i*a..} 'y l‘:.ﬂ 35”‘? he s i‘i ;?)

“ f; 3 ’
g T i

§ : 4 RIS B
et Y o .

)

© BY HADRY TRIMBORN

Times Staft Viriter

MOSCOW—Victor Louls wishes
people would stop making such a
{uss over him just because he has a
veputation as a Kremlin mystery
man and troubleshooter for missions
too delicate for ordinary diplomats.

[’z robbing him of his privacy. he
complains. As he put it in an inter-
view ‘Thursday: b

L]

“\When | invite peeple to my house
—which T do all the time——~T am now
frightened that they will count. the
sitver spoons and turn i€ into anoth-
er story. . o

"1f T offer someonce o Trench ciga-
ret or a Coke, that's already anciher

.story, saying Victor Louis is the
only Russian with Trench cigarets
and Coca Cola, ,

*Ii's disgusting, I ocan’t muke 1
critical Temark. 1 can't meke any
:«'ugqesti.ons. I can't make any stato-
ment witheut it becoming some gorl
of an international issue.”

And now. hé complaing, there is a3t
this sprewation over hig ploaned vi-

Wi

it to the United States. The U.S,

Fmbaszy here has granted him 8 vi-
sa for o 2-dav trip to hegin "on ov’
about Auyg. 1" The visa lhnits his.

stay to an acca within 25 miles mf -

New York City, a restriction that in-
{furiates T.onts, : '
He mr:hc-atcd he may not make Lhe

trip until the {uss dies down, '
" H 1 1 o . i
' L will tell you definitely, I would-.
n't hother to go at all. I don't like bie-
ing hunted down. I don't want to be
turned into a kind of {reak show in,
the United States, I want
gome privacy.”
T;ouis - ingisted the tip
would he for "private rea-

song," but he wouldn't say ;

what they wers, He em-
phasized, howevery "I do
object, to the‘i’gi’ca',-th:gf I
am supposed {o go. theve
on any official ‘migsion,”

He avoided giving a
straight yes or no answer
on whether he would go.

'he only thing about the
teip he is certain
tine, he insisted,

LN

wﬂd 2Lt e helieve it
&f{%atg For Releas%“ﬁb’d‘f”ﬁ?fb : CIA-RDP73B00296R000200120029-6

report about it from

Wazhington last ‘Sunday
wag incorrect. It stated
¢hat Louis was already i
i United States.,

vps T oam nok surprised
abos tha paport,? he awid,
Ry prs also anppesad to ha
o huateslin ab thig tisae.”
g Coyamkd Roseden
i e 1x Vitaly
y fmd} with
ity hande

aad by gold-
ilazne at
s vaspsien 18
mailea frovn Blofeewy, ples

2+ io take o Gip i his
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~Rich LAfa-Styie |
For 2 man who Ig.insist-

‘fng on hig privacy, Touis
anjoys R lifz-style that

Twedly fnvites snoaymity,
eapecially ine the - Soviet
Union. . ; .

.~ iz hora s like no other

Jinothe country, with

enpugh padyets and cveas

.ture comforts from avound
“the world to
ot materialistic-minded.
.capitalist of the West..

satizfy the

Mg himself is a standnut
wherever he goes, even
in the faghionable world of
tha Moscowr cocktail mills,
dressed in clothes of ex-
pensive meterial, excel-
lent  tailoring and latest

“fashien. o« .

v e attributes hig plush
esistencer in: various -de-
gree lo his wealthy, Bri-
fish-born wife, Jennifer,
and his own hard work as
a correrpondent for tha
Lenden Bvening Newa.

It is not so much Louls'
lifesstyle that Westerners,
bere find intriguing. The
wmystery:.surou ading.
1ouis is based on whiat he”
does, where he goes and
for whom he is actually

g e p Doy o
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is” the KGR, (secret po-
lice)-or-Soviet intelligence
agencies. . RENRETS
“For instancei vhen he
suddenly showed up in Is-
rasl earlier this month, he
claimed the six-day visit
was made to receive medi-
cal treatment ‘“for my
plumbago.” L
Nohody, ef course be-
liaved that, The real rea-
son for the visit was, ac-
cording to speculation, to
test the ground for re.
establishment of Soviet-Is-
raeli diplomatic velations,.
which had been broken
following the 1967 six-day
avar. .
The Isvaells heatedly’
denied such reports, while
the Russians, as usual,
didn't say a word.
“Now comes Louis
planned trip to the United
States, where he reported-
ly-will meet with an old
Business asssocidte, Tucy
Jarvis, a producer for
NBC News. '
‘About four yeéars ago,
Louis veportedly had been
a.go-hetween in supplying
Aiss Jarvis with intevview
film.clips of deposed Pre-
mier Nikita B. ‘I{.hrush-
¢hev, The clips reportedly
“wwére made after Khrush-
chév had lbeen deposéd
And was then, 43 now, liv-
ing as a "honperson.”
Louis also was invotved
in two other major devel-
opments relating to
Khrushehev, Through a
story filed with his news-
paper in  London, Louis
was the first to réveal
Whrushchev's ouster  in
1864
Move recently he te-
portedly had a hand in

yroviding Time, Inc,

With reaterial used in pub-
lication of the conlrover-
,sial mewoirs of the former
premier, 1Khrushehev Re-
menthers.”

Shcpping Spree

AWhile in the United
Seates-—i( and when he
soeg—-Louis said he in-
tends to visit friends and
undérlake 2 shopping
spree to salisfy hiz desire
for Arcrican gadgetry.

1€ Louis planued Lo go o
{he United States Lo make
another deal with Miss
Jarvis, or anybody clse, he
could probably just as well
have done it—with far Jess
publicity—in some other
foreign city, such a8 Co-
panhagen, where he re-
portedly engaged i nego-
tiations on the queéstion-
able Khrushchey momoivs,

If nothing else, it would
cool Wiz anger at the Stats
Department for Hniting
his trip to the Néw York
aves. He indicated that the
restriction was a 1manifes-
tation of Lypocrisy by the
U.S. government. He 82 idy

"You always claint you
ave hetter than the Rus-
signg and say tlisre are no
restrictions on Soviet tour-
istz in the Unitod States.
But tnis is not so. When I
was last in the United
‘Statis (about two years
ago), 1 wanted to call the
Stete Department and -
formn them all about wmy
ntovements, since they
voetned so caget to know
about what T wes up to.

"Upfortunately, they did
ot accept colléet calls.

1.8, Mot éavén

o7 have nothing against
América or Americans,
you understand,* he gaid,
and added with a touch of
garcasin:

Tontinuea

Ld
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kind of paradise, You are a
nice people and a nice
country, but you &ré not
heaven.” : : ”
e said that undér the
23:mile vestriction, "I
could get avrested if some-
one takés me to a restaur-
ant 26 miles away." '
Louis nhoted he would
not Bé traveling. on a So-
viet diplomatic passport
but oné issued to Soviet .
citizens who have rela- . _ o . '
tives living abroad, In his o o
case, his passport, which:
lists his orccupation as'
journalist, is baséd on the
fact that his wile has vela-
tives in Britain, ’
Louiy said the U.S. Iim-
hassy bere had sought to
zet a list of nameés of per--
¢ons he wisbed lo see in
the United States as part
of the information ré-|
guired for the visa appli--
catioh, He said he réfused
bacausy ha congidered
such a request, and shuoilar!
Information, "humilint- }
ing.” ,
Rules Défénded L .
The U.S. Embassy here -
insisted that the restrie-
tions placed on Louis were
based on thé principle of
veciprocity. Said an em-
Bassy gpokesman: !
"The restrictions he has
on his travels, based on .
the information he has
supplied us, are no more
than thoge imposed on
Amévican citizens visiting
the Soviet Union. If he.
were a British citizen he
would be free to travel
anywhere in the United’
States, just as Awericansg
are frée to travel any-
where in Britain.”
Louis ended the inter-i
view with a comment that T
would probably not hé '
marle avywhere else i the
Soviet Union: ‘
"Wwall, T am going. to, .
have a dip in my 'Ameri-
can' peol now" - T
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“ e Victor Louls, the Soviet
journalist believed to be as-
sociated with Soviet intelli-
gence organizations, has re-
- ceived a visa to visit the
United States but has not
‘arrived. It was erroneously
reported in The Washington
Post ‘Sunday that he had ar-
vived, e e ]

{a
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News-brealss, escapades,

and an aure of mystery

"By Charlotte Saikowski
Staff correspondent of )
The Christian Science Monitor
. Moscow
What next for Victor Louis?
Soon the mysterious, gallivanting Soviet
journalist is expected to surface in the
United States. He has been granted a' 30-
day visa as of Aug. 1 which permits him to
visit the city of New York. *

His official business.is to see someone at

NBC. What that all means is anyone's guess

here but, in view of Mr. Louis's notoriety,
the temptation iz to wonder bemusedly
whether he intends to merchandise a Soviet
literary manuscript, purvey some film, or
carry out a sensitive political task for the
Kremlin. o )

" Mr. Louis himself characteristically re-
fuses to divulge his plans. Asked by phong

whether he was actually going to America
replied,

(it would be his third visit), he
“Well, I have a visa.” .
Then, in a polite, verbose conversation

™

UPl Photo

test site in Sinkiang Province. And not long

ago his name was linked with the publication

“abroad of “Khrushchev Remembers,” some

reports suggesting that Mr. Louis had sold:
the manuscript abroad for-the KGB in order
to pick up hard currency for the Russians.

Westerners who hobnob with him person-
ally describe him variously as "“intetligent,”
“devious,” “charming,” Yguave,” and Y'eva-
sive.” Mr. Louis himsell has denied any
connections with the Soviet secret police,
insisting that he is a Soviet journalist work-
ing ‘for a foréign newspapet. “Why don't
peopte believe me?” he was once quoted as
asking.

His luxurious living style is one reason.

Prison sentence . ‘
Besides. a modern apartment in Moscow,

: Mr. Louis has a big country dacha ncar the
fyillage of Peredelkino replete with tennis

Vietor. Louis

- eourt, .
There he and his English wife play host lo

swimming pool, and foreign cars.

"'a varied collectjon of Western journalists,

Khrushehey news hroken

foreign writers, and high Soviet officials.

Life was not always so gencrous to the

that never scemed to come lo grips with . L )
! He In the fall of 1963 he turned up in Taiwan unordinary ncwsman, who was born in 192¢

anything, he said he had visas to many
places and went on to complain of problems
in geiting a U.S. visa and, if I understood
him correctly, a visa lo Mexico.

Visit to lsrael - -

. Who is this conlroversial Soviet globe-
{rotler? .

+ A bespectacled man who is Moscow cor-
iespondent of the London Evening News,
Victor Louis over the years has bounced
around the world on a number of missions
fhat have earned him such sobriquets as
“KGB agent,” “‘Soviet operative,”” “Krem-
%in troubleshooter,” and *‘special Soviet em-
issary.” Whatever the truth of his connec-
tions, it is hardly possible he could operate
as he does without some special relationship
with the Soviet authorities,

Most recently, after a flurry of reports
about alleged Israeli-Soviet meetings in Fin-
“land and elsewhere, Mr. Louis showed up
in Isracl. This touched off speculation that
the Russians were putting out feclers of
sorts on the restoralipn of diplomatic rela-
liens between Moscow and Tel Aviv.

Mr. Louis insisted he went to Israel for a
physical checkup and saw some friends. He
met there with a political adviser of Prime
Minister Golda Meir, however, and this
naturally set people to talking, '

Whatever the real motive of that visit, Mr.
Louis has chalked up some most unusual
assignments. . " Cm .

I3
.

—-the first Soviet citizen to do so in 19 years,
as he himself boasted. During his five-day
visit he met with Defense Minister Chiang
Ching-kuo, President Chiang Kai-shek’s elder
son, -as well as with high Nationalist offi-
cials. In a subscquent article for the Wash~,
ington Post, he hinted at the possibility of
the establishment of diplomatic ties between
Taiwan and the Soviet Union, -

Among other journalistic coups and c¢sca--

pades, Mr. Louis in 1864 first broke the news
of Premior Nikita S. Khrushchev's fall from
power. Two years later he showed up.in
London wilh Valery Tarsis, the underground
writer whowm Soviet authorities had de-
‘clared to be insane and allowed to fly 4o the
West., Mr. Louis described himself then as

“a sort of public-relations officer for Mr.:

Tarsis” and later veferred to him as a
“third-rate writer.” N
Bogus interview? _

When Stalin’s daughter, Svetlana Allilu-
veva, défected to the West, Mr. Louis re-
portedly tried to -undercut the publication
of her book by peddling another version of

with the name of Vitaly Yevgenyevich Lui

(his grandfather reportedly - was a French:
man and this accounts for -his French
name). _
While a university student. during the
Stalin years. he got a job at the Braziliar
Embassy in Moscow. Soon afterward he

‘was arrested and sentenced to 25 years it

a labor camp, by some accounts for allegec
espionage. e served almost-10 years o
his sentence and, in 1956, when de-Stalini
zation was under way, he was released.

Two - years later he rmarried Jennile
Stratham, nanny to the children of a B_rii
ish naval altaché in Moscow. Mrs. Louis
who wriles for thé Times cducational sup
plement and produces the only regularl

; published telephone dircctory for foreigner
" in Moscow, adds another extraordinary not

to the Viclor Louis saga.

]

her manuscript as well as embarrassing. *

photographs of her. At another point of his
colorful career, he published a report of an

interview with Nobel Prize-winner Alexander

Solzhenitsyn, which the Soviet Jwriter later:

denied having given,

Once he created a slir abroad
in an article in the Evening News that the
Soviet Unicn might attack China’s nuclear

by hint‘ihg‘ :
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By Jsﬁmmﬁs;}:m' GOLD

""’“""‘IIO 1s thxs‘ smxlmg Soviet m-
/\\ ternational traveler, Victor

Louis, who secems to be- in |
charge, among so many other re- .

spousibilities, of transporting forged
and dubious literary documents, em-
barrassing photographs, curious vari-
.ations of repressed texts by famous
writers, advance copies suspected of
being arranged by the C.LA. or the
K.G.B. (or by both, according to some
‘would-be paranoids), and in one casa
-at least, even played nurscy and com{
‘panion to a shrill novelist, Valeri
Tarsis, whom the Sovict Gov'cmment'
"~ judged crazy enough to be harmless
and therefore fit to be, deposited in'
the cager hands of English and Amer-
fcan liLerati?

‘That's kind of lonu antt grammat-
fcally soggy for a rhptoncal qt restxon,
Jbut who'is he? -

I've been a Victor Louis v\ratcﬂxerl
for many years, More than anyone’

‘else, he made connection be tween (

the hysterical and brooding double,
triple, - quadruple” agents of Dosto-
yevsky's. fantastic imagination and

" Moscow, circa 1970, He turned up in
Moscow to lielp me aroind, and then
again he turned up in San Fraacisco,
maybe only in answer-to my prayers.
He is always doing something. T won-
der if even Victor himself fully under-
stands svhat he is doing.

Most recently, our fncnd—lecLor
E, Louis, according to his card; Vitali
Lui, according to other sources—ar-
ranged the international sale of thase
confused notes called the Khrushchev
momeirs. He seems to make contact
with a large number of the literary
and journalistic visitors to Moscow’
and keeps so busy all over the world
that it sometimes sceints there must be
many Victor Louises (pl), all smiley
and nervous and rich and giggly and
eager and knowing, stamped -out on
an assembly line somewhere in Salt-
minegorsk, A famous ‘East German
Communist, chatting with an Amer-
‘ican visitor recently, became morose,
somber, earnest and advice-giving at
. . e

HERBERY GOL n,Aﬁ
axthon of “The Magnc W»H "

i ills; he had no avowed rank
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the 1dea of loakmg up Victor Louxs
in Moscow:

“pon’t see him. Don't!
See the museums. See the indoor-
outdoor swxmmma pool. Stay aviay
from that man.” ‘

Good schoolbays in 1iterature
‘know that there were three Karama-
‘wov brothers—aAlyosha, representing
Russian t:pmtuahLy and guilt; Ivan,
representing Russian intellect and
guilt, and Dmitri, representing Rus-
sian sensuality and guilt. The really
good schoolboys also remember tne
fourth Karamazov brot hcr Smcrdya-
kov, whose name sounds Iike wormy
death; he was an illegitimate half-
brother, sired in abominable union
by their wicked old man, not really
part of a good plan; he lived in dump
outplaces; he
in the
family, and as the tragedy unrolls it
becomes clear that he is truly guilty

i of obscure murders and, in general,

the carrying out of for*bxdden wms
and whims,
Hi thexe, Victor Louls (and v‘hat s

- your real name?),

Let's leave Dostoyevsky's crazed
imagination and talk about the cod
dial feller T was told to meat in Mes~
cow four years ago—because he vas
50 juicy and fun-loving and’ gocl
.contacts and helpful and everybody
knows old Victor. If you'ra a writer,
you really don’t have to look him py;
somchow he finds you. “He knowa
'everything. He can help,” my f{riead
said. Other people told me to look
up gifferciit experts, ‘but many of
them were hard to find,
willing to meet another foreigner,

.abstracted by fear or rules; if they

made appoiniments with me, it was

‘on the steps of the Godless Museum
P

or in the park. Not Victor. Not our
man Victor Louis. He practically
hopped into my arms with sgueaks
of delight. He swwas my true pal. We
walked through hotel lobbies, into-

limousines and to happy celebrations |

.at his .hous¢, for all the world like

the official grecter for, say, the city of.
‘La Jolla, paying attention to the P.R.’
.. 'man from The Senior Citizens Revievy.

roveidhForReled€62008/40/29," O1ARDPZGB00296R006:29
a boot of meet some people. What you gininz, heipgh hu!"-~Athur Hugh Cloush,

fodes bk stonlnhit? Hov. coma on'

/@u‘

loquial - Americai,
Isn’t it?”’

an all-purpose literary greeter,
tor’s international ham-and-eggsbusi-

suffered mysterlouw chev’

-afraid, wn-

L1ARDP73B00296R000200120029-6
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“That's very. nice of you” " 7

“Hey, my English is pretty col- T
fsn't it? Isn’t it'»'

. u o
( il '
L’Lll l',..x[ ()

But despite hls general cu.mes ‘as
Vie-

ness now szemg focused on one curl-
ous traditional Russian activity-—~the
use of literature as a means to create
Listory ard continune the Struggle.
The moral employment of art is a
Russian hadit, as in the conscious ef-
! fort of Dostoyevsky’s scenarios, Tol-
stoy’s fables and works, with such
crystalline titles as “How Should a
Man Live?” There is also a dark tra-
dgition, as ia the famous forgery “The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion.” Vie-
tor Louis groke the story of Khrush-
s ouster, tipping off favored’
Western correspondents in advance’
of any prblic convulsion—that was
hard news, He published a report of
an interviow with the Nobel Prize
winner, Solzhenitsyn, vhich Solz-
henitsyn says never took place. That
is softer nows. And he attempied to

-undercut the famous Svetlana docu-

" ments by corrying abroad an “official
version,” fncluding variant sections
of her journals, papers locked in her
‘desk drawers, reports of conversa-
tions witx her former hushands and
even ar intervieyw with . Svetlana’s
Jong=dead aunt. Topgether with this
experimeat in spiritisin, he peddied
suapshots the lady found embasrass- °
ing. And to make the whole thing
more earthy, there were hints of
pornographic revelations in the off-
ing. Solzhenitsyn applied the words
“divty trick” to, Victor's attempt to
get him in trouble with the K.G.B.
The famous daughter used even
stronger language. (Fraud,” thievery,
blackmail.) :
Noyw it seems 'ﬂmost as enhahten-
ing- to inquire why Victor Louis car-
ried the allegcd Khrushchey memoits
abroad as it is actually to read these
familiar tales told on the playground
after school. Were they released to
provide a weapon for attack on the
liberals in the Kremlin? To support
the liberals? To muddy the waters
about Stalin once aga Or simply
QE@" Bave manay,

1810-1661) for the—awell, the fortunes o,
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';fof the American rights alone, must

have given Victor a few great mo-.
ments, . A :
“The notion that Victor Louls is.
one of the last of the oldiime oper-
ators gains good support from the

‘facts. Tle translated “My Fair Lady”
“into Russian and collects its royal-

ties. Me impotts American movies.
e writes travel drticles for the in-
‘ternational press, and cven has a
contract with The London Yvening
News, not one of the great newspa-.
pers, in fact a rather zilchy one, but
a useful éredential, Together with his
‘English wife, Jennifer, he produced

 ‘and sold at one time, with marvey”

Western enterprise, - the only semis
operaling “telephone  directory for
{foreigners In Moscow. e lad a
"monopoly on the number you wanted.
‘He begged me for ‘help in getting
{travel-article.  assignments. “How
.about Toliday? How about Venture?”
"he asked. “How about The Chronicle
of San Fraucisco?’ : '
"“1"1‘7’ . L >
.‘.Q;ELE'is one busy man., With his

plasses Jikke ¥ruit Cola botties, his

« plump and pink face, his nervous

(twitch, he works harder than he
‘should to qualify for the All-Russiaw
‘Indoor Sitting Suave Contest, Urban-,
‘jty is one of his hobbies. He tells
‘everyone the story of his’ imprison-
‘ment in an earlier, more difficult
time. For what? He imnplies politics.
.Others in Moscow suggest that he
was a police agent in a Stalin labor
camp. He talks freely, but doesn't
tell. :
When I asked him ‘about Iosip
Brodsky, the briliant Leningrad poct
who.hag recently been tried and con-
victed of ‘“parasitismm™-he was
“.banned from the Writers Unlon and
therefore officially could not set up
-ay a poet-—Victor saidy “yvho's he?”
Andl then answered his own question:
«A fool” Brodsky insisied on writing
his own -way, .living his own life.
Natwrally he neceded some forced
Jabor, - . N o
.Later, when Sinyavsky and Daniel
were also condemned for sending
their writings abroad, after a trial
which shamed the Soviet Union even
unto the ranks of the superloyal
‘French and Italian Communist par-

" .ties, Victor is credited with a lovely

-counterploy. The novelist Tarsis,
judged an insane digsenter, commit-
“ted to a sanitarium, would be shipped
to the West as a proof that, look,
we're happy to getrid of these mal-
contents. “See? We don't keep people.

“They want oui? See, he's out.” Who
rode nanny alongside Tarsls when he

LonApproied F¥i ‘ 0r2bis £t .
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arrived in
. e, sniling &
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But Pasternak and Solzhenitsyn are
bad boys “with their Nobel awards,
and Brodsky, Akhmatava, Sinyavsky,

Daniel, Alcksandr Ginsburg—ah, so

complicated, those are other stories..’
They are foolish poets and thinkers,”

unlike middieman Victor, your friend-
ly guide to Moscow. (“Psychotic, a
third-rate writer,” he said about his
close friend Valeri Tarsis, author of
“Ward Seven.”)

.1 was a guest in Victor's apart-
ment in Moscow. He was good fun.
He showed me banned books and
ikons (he collects and sells them)
and” sculpture and forbidden paint-
ings. It was a delightful evening
with Marshal Zhukov's beautiiul
daughter, a broadcaster, and other
privileged huninaries of the Moscow

‘media atristocracy. Imported cheese,

vodka, cigars, cold meats and a pri-
vate look at the master’'s den. le
likes to show off his visas, souvenirs,
letters from foreign friends, various
toys. Aw, he can't be a secret police-
man. He’s too nice. Would a secret
policeman, with' so many giggles
end smirks and nervous twitches,
ask if maybe Holiday would like
a personal story about the Hermitage
in Leninzrad? Or My Summer Vaca-
tion in Siberia? B

That's not

agent, That's not an evil con-
niver, That's a modern,. up- '
dated, contemporary Super-

smerdyakov, rolling a spitball
to send the tourists with
Polaroids flushing in to photo-

- graph the largest indoor-out-
door swimming pool in the
world; beétween police iis-
sions, that is, When he's not
patroling the Chinese boyder
with tendency “in haud, Or
getting drunk with the man
from Time, Inc.. Or offering
fresh ikons for sale, ' good
price, _guax‘anteed Russian
Orthodox first quality.

l;‘: '

,4:;; FEW years ago, in San
Francisco, Victor Louis (for it
was indeed he) turned up with

K tourist’s passport, un-
escorted by the chuck-faced
chaperons who usually ride
herd on Soviet delegates. He *
was, in fact, a visitor, not a .
delegate to anything—a
Soviet first! Just a travelin’
man. He had been passed from -
an N.B.C. executive in New
York to & local business ex- .
ccutive to-a bachelor lawyer, |
who found himsclf in charge
of providing the charming
Russian with provincial en-
tertainment. Victor was writ-
ing .a guide -to America, it

a_ wicked K,G.B,
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three bundles of expericnce,
and quickly, quickly:

ual cougress with a Jewish
., . whore on silk sheets,
o-'To meet some San Fran-
cisco gangster, Malia, Cosa
Nostra or racketeer chief-
‘tains. . ’
© Information  about
© American banking system.
! (“Peculiar boolis for a guy
looking to get laid,” said
i one of his guides. “‘The
History of American Bank-
ing.! Stuff like that.”)
. Genie, genie, O grant me'my
., dreams! . :
. His activities during his
brief sojourn in San Francisco
partake of high roguishness,
at least. A §ecretary with
whom he consoled himself
While awaiting Experience No,
1 says: "“He told meg he was a-
double agent, loyal to both
sides, and both know he's
loyal to both, I know that
sounds confusing. e says he's ;
‘too important to get i’
{irouble. The
says Victor put $65,000 in
cash in his safe, and then took
it out again before he left.
*Why? No explanation. (He
-may have heard that San
¥rancisco is an expensive
tovn for tourists.) He asked
the lawyer to help him forin a
syndicate to invest in land in
Algeria, lle controlled some
real estate in .the former
French colony ' and necded
American  investors  who
valued Soviet know-how in the
emergent Third World, He
said that he had a French
grandfather; thus the "name,.
He said he had a Jewish

@ To enjoy transcuitural sex--

-
-

-

the

businessman _ .

grandfather, thus he couldn’t,

be anti-Semitic. He rushed
around meeting Pierre Salinger
and Melvin Belli. He declared
he was an intirate friend of
the poet Yevtushenko (Yev-
tushenko . later vigorously
denied it). .

He got his three wishes in
San Francisco. The genie was
good to him. The American
tradition of hospitality is a
powerful ong. I provided one
of the sour notes of his visit
by arguing with him about the
situation of artists, Jews and-
political dissenters in his
homeland. . , i
Logs ] N ’ . ’ . 1(
,‘,!LJIAST summer, the novelist
Earl Shoiris, with his teen-
age son Tony, visited at Vic-
tor's country house in Pere- .
delkino. IHe'was once more

ran
Al A

ennls skilts
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A - N
showing his raised
pool, his outdoor sserie
(built in the shape of a toy
locomotive), secrving Pimm's
Cups and Cokes, caviar, Cuban
cigars and brandy in the
garden after dinuer. On one,
side dwelled a high official of
Tass; on the, other, the gon-
cral in charge of the Warsaw
Pact forces, A couple of his
children went off in the Land
Rover with a servant. Another
scrvant had served dinner,
and Tony remembers the cute
son  who, of course, spoke
English  and called Jello
‘Wobbly.” One of the other

y/ Buests, Stanley Karnow, jour-

nalist, comparcd notes with
Rim  about China.  Another
visitor, a man from ‘Time,
Inc,, drank heartily, had an
amusing mishap iavolving a
chair (no harm done) and
scemed Lo be it a negotiating
frame of mind, i
. Victor may not be the'’
Soviet Champion of Suave,

cven his shyness is in-

but ‘¢
gratiating, and bis brashness -
secms to have -a foundation
of sccure unease, Mention of

" a certain northern area near

the Arctic Circle called up the

wistful.  commentsy  “That's

where my prison camp was.”

Y¥rom prisoner--Y¥or treason?

For black-marketing? He tells

tifferent " stories~-to transla-
tor of “My Fair Lady!” and so
many other docurnents makes
him the Eliza Doolittle of
Soviet capitalism. “He is tes-
timony,” says Karnow, “to
the fact. that Soviet burcauc-
racy is flexible, And also that
a talented Russian can juggle
the system to his own advan-
tage.”

That talented Russian seems
to have becn the first public
Soviet visitor to-Taiwan. In
an article for The London
Evening News he hinted that
the U.S.S.R, was readying a
surprise attack on China, pos-
sibly on the nuclear site of
Lob Nor, He also said that
Chinese underground radio
stations indicated there were
forces and leaders begging for
Soviet intervention. If either
supposition had been more
than newspaper talk, an inter-
continental guided missive,
Victor Louis should surely
have been subject to Soviet
discipline as a dangerous mon-
ger of wars. The article scems
"to have been words, words,
merest words, in the great
tradition of trial balloons and

" who
~ boy for the HNew Zealand
©and
. Moscow

Soviet
~seems like upward mobility

i ot willy Clieang O e b T A e AL Rihl
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heir to Chiang Kai-shek. The
official Peking news agency
described this reconnaissance
visit in the nonfraternal
words, “a despicable provoca-
tion against the Chinese peo-
ple.” But after these incidents,
the mainland Chinese agreed
to resume discussion with
their paternal alljes.

An article in a Danish news-
paper summarized his week-
long stay at the Hotcl d'Angle-
terre in Copenhagen, in the

company of an editor of Life-

and two staff men, with these
laconic words: “They con-
sumed a  great deal of
whisky.” R

This activity involves ‘rapid
upward mobility for a man
served  as  messenger

Brazilian Embassies in
just - after World
War 1II, then went away to
prison for a decade, then ap-
peared in the late fifties as a

purveyor  of  avant-garde
painlings to foreigners in
Moscow, then merchandised
interviews with Khrushchev

and Vice President Humphrey,
versions of American musi-
cals, photograph albums from
archives. At least it

to an American; it may, in
Sovict terms, be sideways
advanceinent, :
-Finally, Smerdyakov, too,
is a mystery, Meither Dos-
toyevsky nor generations of
readers have been able to see
into the deepest heart of the
yearning doer of dirty work.
He wanis fo be loved; he
seels power; he is the victim
of deeper aud colder men; he
knows a - loneliness which
chills; he takes risks which
only heroes take, The compli-
cated multi-agent may be a
puzzle and an enigma even (o

“himself,

Being acquainted with Vie-
tor Louis, having becn on the
receiving end of the love-me

look he shoots out in all dij--

rections, I cannot suggoest that
he is some kind of devil.
Rather, he is an jmpigh hunan
being. He fecls a genuine con-
noisseut’s relish for the for-
bidden artists and artifacts he
Is exceptionally unforbidden
to handle. In his heart of
hearts, he'must think himself
at least a half-brother to the
Americans  he  cultivates;
otherwise, why would he

_menacing blui, Vigggapmmﬂi‘rggﬁhﬁwaﬂeﬂmaamlm

-

ng good buddies. If

‘may

.self does, but we can recog-

: ICIARDP73BDQ236R

2002985 of Svetlana? Or a

funny opinion aboui Solz-

Jennifer Stratham, and now. ponjfgyn or Sinyavsky?

has children by her—half- "¢y 4 yiew of Chilean social-

English children  who -call g0 o

Jello “Wobbly” — he must ""op mmaybe yowd like a

think the English cute, t0o. travel guide to silk sheets in

And be claims * that' French San Francisco? , o

grandfather; surely he likes Victor Evgenyevich Louis is

belng a cosniopolite, When he One busy fellow. ©

asked the San Fraucisco law- 7~ 77

yer to provide him writh the

tender favors of a Jewish Bar-

bary Coaster, this desire care

not of mere calculation of an’

interesting .chapter in his

travel book about America. As

Plato says, "Every desire is a

desire for something,” and the

desires of Victor Louls’s cov- ' -

ctous heart rauvst be excep-

tionally” complex on Dboth tha

political and personal levels. -
A man. who is Jascivious

cen’t be all bad, A man who

ekposes himself so dramati-

‘cally—words, money  and

tempeor—is still alive and vig-

orous amid the multiplying

Brayness - of - contemporary’

Moscow, He  walks an ex-

posed and dangerous high

tightrope.

If the United States of
America must have an agd-
versary to the cast, it's re-.
assuring that the adversary is
not a monolithic one, VWeak-
ness and greed, enthusiasm i ’
for goods and toys, a willing- '
ness to saw on the limb on
which he sits make .Victor
Louis the kind of adversary v
we might learn to enjoy. Het .
also a homely friend, no®
merely an eneray. He really
likes maling contact. He is
dolng a job with enthusiasm. o v
Amid all the passionate issues )
which separate us from the
Soviet rulers, one of the.
matters which give hope for . . .

a reconciliation is this play- ! -
ful and. erratic. gaming. We '
not understand Vicior .
Louis any better than he him-

nize him, smoke his Cuban
cigars and use him as we are -
used by him, Many Americans’
are in friendly touch with vse-

ful Victor, In argument he is

clever and cool, but when the |
argument is over he bears ho
grudge. i

He is a confused soul with
clear allegiances. He is a com-
plicated person serving a rigid
cause. Most likely he has new
surprises in store for the
growing fan’ club of Victor-
ologists. .

“Anybody want to buy a :
0200120029-6
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